CHAPTER VIII.
THE WASHING OF CRUDE RUBBER.
HAVING now treated of the natural history and production
of the crude rubber, we come to the point at which it enters
the factory to be made into the various articles of commerce.
The first process it goes through is a thorough washing, in
order to remove the impurities referred to in previous
chapters. Naturally, some brands require much more
cleansing than others, but the machinery employed for the
purpose is the same throughout, with the exception of the
partial use of the Hollander for African brands.
The first process consists in boiling the rubber in water
in cast-iron tanks or wooden tubs in order to soften it.
After some hours the large pieces are then sliced up with
knives, or more often by means of powerful shears, one
blade of which is fixed to a wooden stand, the other being
operated by the workman. Of late years a few firms have
replaced this treatment in the case of dirty African rubbers
by the use of a machine called a Hollander, in which the
slicing up is done by a series of knives working in a tank
of hot water. By this means the sand is removed to a
greater extent than in the ordinary way of boiling the sliced
rubber in hot water. Generally speaking, this constitutes
the usual and only process in order to remove as much
extraneous matter as possible before the rubber goes through